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ECONOMIC ACTIVITY SECTOR &
EMPLOYMENT » Digital & platforms

» Cooperatives (+ economic activities sub-federations) * Housing

* Mutuals (+ health / finance & insurance sub- ' E"ergr s * Real estate
federations) Aec?l; mg and environment « Finance
» Associations (numerous sub-federations) GIHoe * Insurance

» Foundations (public & private ones, with several sub- * Social & care services * legal, fiscal and other

\ federations) \ » Family and domestic support enterprises support

WHERE TO GO ? \ . ::l:::crzsond creative industries o ..s't-'frvices J

* 1 SE entity wishing to create
another one

* 1 entrepreneur having an idea

» a group of people within a
territory/community wishing to

« with representatives from the various
federations, and quasi-public structures +

stofisiical insHilules, datocenginasrs & (notably established by public administrations and/or

researchers develop a service with 'h?" support] _
: S + Special study and professional
- with a communication aim
j e masters

+» Dedicated Chairs
k- PhD positions y,

f

» WISEs (with different schemes and measures, sometimes

having their own federation) _ . * Practitioners’ federations of various
» Employment and care for persons with disabilities (mostly '?'°v'f’?d by the-SE Federc?tjons ; lé'::g;o" wibsitan 15
» Economic integration or by universities/superior education o Honict the secior

» Business incubators kinsﬁtutes) y : K o find SE solufions & enterprises Wy,
k * Innovation ) :
- Co-funded by dlceS
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REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS
(AND PARLIAMENTS)

”~ J

REGIONAL PUBLIC W
ADMINSTRATIONS

«

3zregional laws

A and definitions

” various bodies
foreseen by or
implemented by
law/regulation

* Support s@hemes

« Strategic Action plan
*+ Programs :
_ * Financed fprojects

Other supportive
structures

\
4
e
J/
s

Regional SE
council/consultative
ies having a
seat/place in the
Economic, social (and
environmental)
councils

Specific quasi-public
ies supporting SE

(notably investment

A and/or financial

REPRESENTATIVE SE FEDERATIONS

1.Sectoral
2.Transversal or thematic
3.Economic activity sector & employment
4.0bservatory/statistics
5.Research

6.Training

7 .Practitioners
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Economic democracy
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What? <

When? =

Economic democracy aims to reorganize
the economy so that people and nature
come before profit. It promotes collective
decision-making over what is produced,
how, and for whom.
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Inspired by Karl Polanyi, ED seeks to “re-
embed” the economy in society,
overcoming the separation between

economics and politics.
-

-

<
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Rising inequality, concentration of
economic power, and the weakening of
political democracy have revived interest
in ED.

-

.

- Democratic control of workplaces and
production

- Participation at operational, tactical, and
strategic levels

- Recognition of non-market activities (e.g.,
care work, housework) as part of the
economy

\.

-

Economic democracy operates across
multiple levels, not just within individual
companies.




e Works Councils: In
Organizational level : firms with 100+

workplaces, internal

employees, workers

have rights to
governance, employee information and

participation. Examples: consultation on key
company decisions.

Sector/regional level : e Sectoral Collective
relations between Bargaining: Wages and
enterprises and conditions are

negotiated at sector
sta kEhOIderSr level, ensuring uniform

Implementing agreements, deliberative ESEQIEICHEIS{EE
: platforms. Examples: eSS
economic
democracy dCrossS
dlfferent IEVEIS: National/transnational *CPPW: In firms with 50+ employees,
Belgium’s case level: employment, nealth, ssfoty, and welbeing.
investment, i e
redistribution and tax [
at Work (CPPW): in firms with 50+

policies and regulations.
Examples:

employees, dedicated bodies ensure
workplace health, safety, and well-being.




Economic
democracy:
The case of
Ecopower

Ecopower (Belgium,
since 1991) with
about 65,000
members supplying
around 2% of
Flemish households

Organizational level:

* Member-based governance model based
“one person, one vote”, independent of
capital contribution.

* Open and voluntary, often supported by
citizen investment and volunteering

Inter-organizational level:

® Ecopower as a founding and core member of
REScoop, the European federation of 2500
energy coops with about 2M members

e Collective advocacy and representation
e Democratic governance
® Promoting democratic values

-

National/Regional level:
e Participation and advocacy at the national

level: recognised in EU directives (2018,
2019) promoting citizen-led energy systems;
Belgian legal frameworks adopted 2021-
2023; e.g., 13 communities in Brussels
(2024).

democratic enterprise
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Title of the presentation
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